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AFri EXPLODES ARMS MYTHS;
WHAT PRICE NEUTRALITY?

The myth that the Republic is uninvolved in the international armz trade has been exploded by a repor issued
by AFrl (&ction from Ireland) in late July. "Links; Ireland’s links with the arms trade and miliiary indusin"
reveals that over a dozen companies in ihe Republic are involvad in the manufacture and export of pans for
weapons systems. The reporl is avallable from AFri, price £5 including postage; AFrl, 18 Harcourt Road,
Dublin 2. Phone 01 - 478 51007478 5141; Fax 01 478 5142

Daspite clear denials of Irigh invalvement, e.g. in the recent White Paper an Forelgn Polley, AFrl's report
reveals that armoured vehicle tachnology, miltary avionics, radar eguipment and gun turrel componants ara
among 2ome of the products being made and exported by Iddsh firms, Whille these products can be categorised
as 'dual use’, i.e. they can be used for either civilian or mildary applications, it is clear thal Insh components
end up in military usa. In one instance, Irish-made radar equipment has ended up in the armed forces of
repressive states such as Turkey and Saudl Arabla.

The resaarch shows & particular concentration of hi-tech elecironics and aerospace firms in the Cork and
Clare/Shannon areas Invoived in goods with a military end use. Many of the firms named are subsidised by
taxpayers' money through the IDAARdustrial Developmeni Authority. The repor also detsils the detimental
lang-term industrial and economic affects of reliance on military links although tha empicyment repercussions
of disengagement would not at the moment be significant. The repor also covers the Morth where Shons in
Belfast may have increasing reliance on millkary production following the demise of work for Fokker.

"A% g justica, peace and hurrian fights organisation, AFrl appeais fo the Ewropean Uinion, mot fo shy away fram,
tuf rathar fo fackie the issue of the Arms trade which wreshs swch havoe, aspecially among the peoples of the
Majority World. AFrT also callz on the govemment and fhe industial Development Authormty fo ensure that
Ireland discontinues Bz Invalvement in the Arms Indusfry and thel-the ID& ensure thef companies do:nof

engags in miltany-related production for expart. Finally we appsal directly ta the companies named in this =~

report and to others who are Involved in this area fo contemplate the consequences of this lethal trade and
refuse fo be part of thlz desfructive Indusfy” zaid Jos Murmray, coordinator of AFTl.

Meanwhile, Oxfam Irelgnd and Concem Waorldwide have urged the frish government In its presidency of the
EU 1o suppor stronger EL Invelvement In internaticnal conflict resolution and prevention. They argus that the
Commen Foreign and Security Policy has substituted a humanitarian aid programme for political action to deal
with the causes of war and conflict; % has focused excessively in recent years on the perceived threat to
Forfress Europe and has largely neglected tho global challenges of poverty and comflict”. They amgue that more
determined preventive diplomacy should be combined with a concerled attemnpt within crganisations sich as
the World Bank and [MF to. ensure poverly reduction,

HIROSHIMA, NAGASAKI COMMEMORATIONS

The 51st anniversary of the Hirogshima bombing on 6th August sees the launch of & petition calling for &
wordwide ban on nuclear weapons by the year 2000, ("Abolition 2,0007 boistered by a landmark declsion by
the Inlernational Court of Justice in the Hague on Bth July which declared the possession of nuclear weapons
ilegal. Irish events marking Hiroshima day includa:

DUBLIN: Ghitdren will tay a wreath af the base of a chemry tree planted by |rish CND in memory of the victims
of Hiroshima in Merrion Square at 1 pm. Paricipants will include the Lord Mayor of Dublin, the president of
Irich CMD, and members of the London-Dublin-Belfast Peace Walk,

CORK: A ceremony will be held at the city’s Peace Park at 7,30 pm (Scuth Mail end of Grand Parade),
inciuding a talk by Adi Roche and the laying of & wraath by the Lord Mayor of Cork, Details; Clare Benjamin at
Iish CND. Phone 021 - 508 411, Fax 021 -551544 (B Sidneyville, Bellevue Park, 8t Lukes, Cork).



CITIZENS ASSEMBLY, BELFAST

Thursday 8th and Friday 8th August see a Cliizens Assembly, inspired by Ulster's artistic community, taking
place in the Mandela Hall in Queen's Students Union, and sponsored by RostreyorCross-Culiural Group, It
kicks. off on Thursday evening, 8th Augustfrom 7 - 10-pm with musicigns, songwiters, phats, playwrights,. .
dancers and speakers, On Friday Sth August there s a consensus paiitics session from 8.20 am - 5.30 pm. %
Creche and jobd avaliable and all are welcome (no charge). Further information from Rachei at 01232 -
BES5161. Parlicipants include; Tommy Sands, Roy Garland, Tony McAuley, Marie Jones, Peter Emersan, Kaie
Keily, Denlse Green, Roy Arbuckle, Sam McAughtry, Michael Longley. '

On the Fridey people can join any political grouping they wizh; these will then choose their constifutional aptlon
and alect 1 man and 1 woman fo represent them, wherupon the session will move to ali-pany 1alks. Each
delegation will put forward their proposals, displayed on a computer screern; after a good debate, and-when the
st represents tne diversity of opinion in the room, there will be a multi-option vote to see which.option has the
highest average preference amengst everybody. R

IN THE LINE OF FIRE

"In the line of fire: Darry, July 1896" is the latest report from the Pat Finucane Centre (PFC); this is the result
of aver 100 witness statemants and interviews regarding events in Demy followlng Drumeree. A conservativa
estimate in the reper is that there were st least 332 chvilian injuries from plastic builals that weekend, The
afficial RUC statistics show 18 RUC officers injured and they admit that at least 2,500 plastic bullets wera flred
in Derry; both PFC and CAJ (The Commitiee on the Administration of Jusfice), who helped take statements
and whao will be publishing their own report, would suggest a higher number of plastic hullels were fired but the
relevant figure is the number of civillan injuries. The report also covers the death of Dermot McShane, and
intimidation. It is available at £2 plus 50 pence postage from; Pat Finucane Gentre, 1 West End park, Demy
BT48 9JF Phone 01504 - 268848, fax 288453,

GLENCREE SUMMER SCHOOL; HEALING THE WOUNDS

"Haaling the wounds of pofitical conflict; Forgiveness in the peacs process” s the title of the third Glencree
summer School taking place at Giencree Centre for Reconciliation, Enniskerry, Go Wicklow from 28 - 28
August, The sessions Include; Healing the crimes of political violenge (including truth commissions and
intermational expariences), How do wa move fowsrd forgiveness (a dialogue between different christian projects),
Acknowledging past hurts and lraumas (the dynamics of the healing process), Dialogue with poifitical parties,
and A Festachrift of political heallng. Residantlal attendance fee £75 - £85, non-residential including all meals
£45 Monday only-£15, Monday and Tuesday £30 (inc. meals). Closing date, 12ih August. Contact; Susan
Fitzoerald, Glencree, Exchequer Chambers, 19/23 Exchequer Sfreet, Dublin 2. Phone 01 - 662 0355 ( 678
7148, fa 670 8004.

KINGDOM OF THE LAMB RETREAT

A silent Eucharistic Adoration retreat on Christian nonviolence will be preached by Rev FrEmmanuel Charles
McCarthy at the SMA House, Maynaoth from Friday night 13th - Sunday afternoon 15th September. This Isa
foliow up weekend for those who have attended Fr McC arthy's ‘Behold the Lamb’ retreat &t Knock and for
““those who have listened fo this retreet on taps. £20 bocking deposit payable by mid-August to; Margarst de
Briin, 50 Uppar Mountpleasant Avenue, Dublin & (subsequent payment by anonymous envelope donation).
Enguiries ebout availability of tapes to; Peter and Vera McGuinness, 8 Moneynoe Park, Ennisklilen, Co
Fermanagh, ET74 4ER: Phone 01365 - 323483,

NO TIME TO PLAY

A conferance exploring children in work, here and in the developing world, will take place on Wednesday 13
November from 9,30 am - 5.00 prm in Stranmiliis College, Belfast. 73 million children work weordwide; some of
shem live in your community. For further informaticn contact: Stephen McCloskey, One World Centre, 4 Lower
Crescent, Selfast BT7 1NR. Phone 01232 - 2416875, E-mail: (Geonel) GEQZ:ONEWORLDEELFAST

o7 (GreeMet) belfastdec@gn.apc.omg

GET THE SPIES TO DO THE WORK

one ludicrous fact from the McLibel (McDonalds) trial In Londen is that three out of faur people present at a
London Greenpeace meeting In 1980 were undercover agenis of McDonalds, thelr involvement Included
distributing the factsheet which McDaonalds objected to! Mclibe! Support Campaign, 5 Caledonian Rozd,
- London N1 90X (PhiFax 0171 - 713 1268). Info and developments on the Web at hitp: /e mespotlight.org
" [Source; Peace News, July 1926] 1

Momviclent Mews 18 produced B least 10 fimes & year oy IMMATE, & Inieh. Metwork for Marvislent Action Training and Education, 18
Revansdane Park, Balfas: BTEODA, PhonaFax(i 252 - BATI0E, your news welcome. Deadina for next iseue; 15t Saptember. Subecriptions,;
ES or anquire for funiher detals, or aboul fasunces availnble on pomaolance,



